Picture of This Month

Alfred Mdeizi, Board Member
and father of Happy Home,
playing with his children

Happy Home Orphanage is a non-profit organization created in June 2006. Its foun-
ders include citizens of Kenyan, Canada and Belgium. It’s mission is to help orphans
and wuinerable children by providing a nurturing famiy atmosphere irn which to
grow. Each child receives access to safe shelter, good nutrition, basic health services
and education. Happy Home is located in Westem Kenya about 400 kilometers from
Nairobi. The first group of children — 12 in all — arrived on November 2, 2006 . Since
then, Happy Home has grown to accommodate 25 children with room for more.

Our vision is to hejp the children to grow up in their own culture within their own
community and to keep contact with their extended families. To that end, we recruit
staff from the area, send the children to a local school and erncourage themto go on
family visits for 1-2 weeks twice yearly during schiool holiaays.
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How is Happy Home doing?

All of you probably heard about the current instability in Kenya. Several of our donors and friends already questionned us about
what is happening on the ground and how the childern are doing. We don’t want to go into the political background, this informa-
tion is available on all newspapers online (see news.google.com). Here is some news from the village and the children.

Despite the current turmoil in Kenya, Happy Home continues to operate more or less normally. Although the area around the facil-
ity remains insecure, the children are safe and are receiving basic services. Friends in the village report that things were calmer this
past week (the week of January 7) and that it has been somewhat easier to operate then when the violence first broke out. This is
not to say that the situation is not serious. Many people from Stella had to flee, there was much looting and, regrettably there were
a number of deaths reported. Happily, none of the children or staff were hurt. As it were, most of the children returned safely to
Happy Home from their holiday visits to their home villages just prior to the outbreak of the “troubles.”

Our local partners on the ground are working on the children’s security. Indeed, the future is still insecure as the political demonstra-
tions still lead to recurrent violence.

Our principal problem at the moment is a dramatic rise in the cost of operations. Food prices have basically tripled and public trans-
portation is extremely expensive because of the shortage of fuel. Accordingly, we are developing procedures to make sure that staff
will have the resources to purchase food and medical services during the coming weeks.

In addition, we will continue monitoring the situation and provide periodic feedback to our many supporters.

The next pages of this newsletter report about the pre-election period.
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EDUCATION AND SCHOOL

Exams

The school year has ended in Kenya and the children
completed their exams. Although the results have yet to
be posted, the teachers reported that most of them will
pass with good marks, especially the younger children.

The pictures show the evolution of school results from
the 1st to the 2nd term. Results of the 3rd term are not
yet available.

Tutoring

Many of the children are receiving extra tutoring from our
local nursery teacher. Tutoring takes place at Happy
Home for two hours each evening.

N
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LEARNING HOME SCIENCES

Knitting

Rose, called « mama » by the children, started teaching
them home science. For example, on a recent Satur-
day, the children enjoyed a knitting class. Such classes
teach basic life skill that the children need to become
independent.

Rose, Melissa en Raechel
knit the most difficult repairs

T

Folding Clothes

Each child at Happy Home
has a small cupboard to
store clothes and personal
items. Like children every-
where, however, many
items go un-folded. Rose is
teaching them not only to
fold their belongings but

also fscare for them.

Making order

And like children every-
where, things can get
messy. Shown here,
Melissa helps the children
organize their toys,
books, schoolbooks etc.
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CHILDREN’'S PLAY AND ACTIVITIES

Grateful for the Toys received

The children are very happy with the toys
and teddies they received recently. They
play with them in the afternoons and eve-
nings and then store them in a toy box for
safekeeping.

Osango playing Jumping rope

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Making their own toys

Who can be more creative than a child? Boys
build houses, make clay and metal cars, and use
plastic and thread to manufacture their footballs.

Girls make little dolls
in clay or cloth and
knit clothes for their
own dolls.
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Ronald and Kihungu made a nice iron car

b "

Stanley Ondiek with his ball “Ombwayo with clay cars

Playing with a ring and ropg<
www.HappyHomeKenya.org == info@HappyHomeKenya.org -
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Hassan, with Kavere, Babu, Osango,

STAFF AND BOARD NE\X/S Office work Ombwayo and Abibo

Hassan joined us in November

We have a new manager, Hassan, a young university graduate,
Jjoined us after successful job-interview with the board of trustees in
November 2007.

He will soon complete a three-month trial period.

. . le Edouard
T i Uncle Alfred and the girls Unc
he Board in Happy Home 9 welcomed by the Kds

The Board of Trustees is currently com-
posed of Alfred and Bernard (local party)
and Isabelle and Edouard (international
party). Isabelle and Edouard visit the
home frequently and enjoy playing with
the children.

Not pictured here is Bernard.

Melissa, our Volunteer—Nov. 07 to Jan. 08

Melissa is our third Belgian volunteer and has become a real
mother to the children. As a professional psychologist she tries
to understand the behaviour of the difficult children and re-
ports to the manager and social worker.

Tupac, her boyfriend joined her in December to help in the

renovations of the home. Aunty Melissa and Aunty Agnes

(staff) with the children

iii\ www.HappyHomeKenya.org — info@HappyHomeKenya.org 5&;}%
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HAPPY HOME CERTIFICATES. THE EXPLANATION
“"Charitable Children's Institution“"—Ministry Home Affairs

"Self Help Group”"—Department of Social Services
—
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Certificate of Registration of a Charitable Children’s Institution

(Children Acr Mo, & of 2000 §
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In May 2007, Happy Home Orphanage was registered as a

In June 2006, Happy Home Orphanage was registered as a
« Charitable Children’s Homen.

« Self Help Group » in Kenya.

This is a « group of individuals who perform activities to help
themselves or to help their communities ». It is comparable to
the Belgian « association de faits ». It has no legal status as an
institution, and cannot own assets. All responsibilities lay with
the members of the group. That has now changed ... can be renewed.

This means that we are now officially recognized as an institution:
an orphanage. Organizationally we fall under the Ministry of Home
Affairs and report to them about management and the children’s
well-being. This new status is good for three years at which time it

We are now a legally recognized Orphanage in Kenya !ll
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Gifts to Happy Home

Our donors in Kenya are increasing. We have some permanent sponsors, but most donations are casual or in kind.

For example, we recently received large amounts of children clothing and books. They were very welcomed as the children are learn-
ing to read and story books are the excellent motivators to do so. We especially appreciate books that fit in the local rural context as
they are the most accessible to the children. Thanks a lot !l!

Alfred takes care of the volunteer's security

Two Belgian volunteers, Melissa and Tupac, were residing in Happy Home when the problems started in Kenya.

We would like to reassure you that they have been safely escorted to Tanzania. We would like to thank our local partners for organis-
ing this. We can really count on them to ensure the health, safety and security of our volunteers.

Edouard and Isabelle are still in Belgium

Edouard and Isabelle are presently in Belgium, waiting for the situation in Kenya to improve before “going home”. We are in regular
contact with the people on the ground and have good information about the security and trans port possibilities.

ﬁ@ﬁ www.HappyHomeKenya.org = info@HappyHomeKenya.org b
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NEwsS FRom BELGIUM

2 September—Happy Home Happening

On 2nd of September, donors, volunteers, sponsors and friends of Happy Home gathered in the park of Arenberg in Leuven for the
Happy Home Happening. It was a perfect opportunity to get to know each other and to thank the people present for their support .
Everyone brought home made cakes and drinks. A presentation about the children and the history of Happy Home was screened in
one of the neighbouring rooms. The organising team was very happy with the presence of 60-70 people and the nice and warm at-
mosphere and enthousiasm of the participants.. The event will certainly be repeated !

Fundraising successful

Fundraising in Belgium has been very successful. Most of our permanent sponsors are based in Belgium. Besides this, a large number
of activities were organised for fundraising, several babies choose Happy Home as a birth wishlist, and a number of charity groups
sponsored Happy Home projects, including part of the renovations.

Visitors in Happy Home

Belgian visitors to Happy Home have been numerous
since the summer. The children were overwhelmed and
every time a visitor was ready to leave they said
« eyawan

(«it’s unfair » in Luo).

iﬁ www.HappyHomeKenya.org info@HappyHomeKenya.org
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NEWwsS FRoMm USA

Successful Fundraising

The end of December 2007 will mark Happy Home’'s first year of fund raising in the United
States. To date, our U.S. representatives, Ed Sulzberger and Linda Ercole-Musso, have raised
$25,000, mainly in the form of small casual donations.

The bulk of the fund raising has taken place on an island in Southeast Texas, an area known as
Galveston County. An important part of our efforts, Sulzberger explains, is that we conduct it
under the auspices of an organization known as the Agroforestry Council International, which
allows US tax payers to receive a tax deduction.

Nevertheless, he says, the biggest motivator for US donors is the idea of helping the Happy
Home children. The US fund raising program has also identified a number of larger donors, he says,
but the bulk of the funds come from ordinary people who give anywhere from $ 10-100.

US Fund raising efforts also received a big boost from the publication in September of a major story
about Happy Home by reporter Harvey Rice in the Houston Chronicle. The article helped raise more
than $5000 and identified many new donors.

Ed Sulzbemer playing with the children
in Happy Home
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Yoga Heaven

Sulzberger notes that the business community play an important role in the success of the pro-
gram. One of the biggest commercial efforts is a highly successful monthly fund raiser con-
ducted by the Yoga Haven studio in Galveston, Texas. One Friday evening of every month,
Yoga Haven owner Kathleen DiNatale conducts a special yoga session just for Happy Home.
Thus far, she has raised $2,500 making Yoga Haven and its patrons the largest group of Happy
Home donors in the United States.

ﬂ,—'—‘ Yoga Haven owner Kathleen DiNatale and Happy

' . |Home US representative Linda Ercole
’ QC\{L‘L::’
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NEws FRom USA
Artists Support Happy Home

Other businesses that support Happy Home include Galveston Designer Cathy Stovall who has sewn highly colorful “Twirligirli play
gowns” for each girl at Happy Home; book publishers Ester Nelson and Davida Hirsch of Granny Press — a New York publisher special-
izing in children’s books; Cheryl Jenkins of Galveston’s Hendley Market, a specialty gift retailer; and artists Cheri Ray and Kay Kemp of
Houston’s Wild Heart Art.

Happy Home gids and designer Cathy Stovall
and her “Twidigirli play gowns.”

. Happy Home kids and Granny Press publis-
' hers Ester Nelson and Davida Hirsch of New

o - ) Sy
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NEews FRom CANADA
Visitors to Happy Home

In August, our first visitors from Canada, Simon and Catherine,
visited Happy Home. And in November 2007 Edouard'’s brother,
Franz Jr. and Stephanie came and played and danced with the
children.

The children are always happy to meet visitors.

Franz, Edouard’s brother,land
Stephanie

Simon and Catherine

Happy Home Bank account in process...

We are now at the stage of opening a bank account in Canada to receive donations. The non-profit orga-
nization "ESEE-Monde" was approached and is now hosting our action for Happy Home. A dedi-

cated bank account number will be available soon.

Information Session

Info-session. In August 2007, an information session for Happy
Home was organised by Edouard and Francois.

i;ﬁ www.HappyHomeKenya.org = info@HappyHomeKenya.org
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Happy Home children, staff, Board of Trustees, and our volunteer teams in all four countries wish you all the
best for 2008. We thank you for your contributions last year, without which this project would never have
been possible.

We hope that the Happy Home projects will grow further in 2008, and will assist more orphans and vulne-
rable children. Our aim is to make children happy and to give them opportunities for education and to
achieve their dreams for the future.
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MORE INFO
Site: www.Ha ppyHomeKenya.org
E-mail: info@Ha ppyHomeKenya.org

COUNTRY OFFICES / DONOR CONTACTS
Alfred Mdeizi Sagwa

Isabelle Vandeplas [Isabelle@HappyHomeKenya.org]
Edouard Lelievre-Douyon [Edouard @HappyHomeKenya.org]
Po Box 306 77—00 100—ICRAF—Gigir i—Nair obi
+254.722.4000 (ask extension 4256

Christian Vandeplas [Christian@HappyHome Kenya.org]
Rue Fond Thirion 61, 1410-Waterloo  +32.2.354.74.41
Roel Merckx [roel.merckx@biw.kuleuven.be]

Hilde Keunen [hilde keunen@scisoceurope.org]

S. de Rijcklaan 26, BE-3001 Heverlee - Belgium

tel: 016.23.97.85 (evening) fax: 016.20.25.35

Ed Sulzberger [esulzberger@comcast.net]
Linda Ercole-Musso [lindamem@comcast.net]
4012 Pirates Beach, Galveston, Texas, 77554
1-409-737-1388

Francois Dubé [Francois@HappyHomeKenya.org]
Tel (514) 495-7927

0 I register as a godfather/mother of Happy Home and agree to give* rmonthly /

guarterly / yearly / ... ... donations of ............... * KSh,/ €/ USS / Cas to Happy
Home Orphanage bank account (please thick below) starting from the date of

veenf e/ 200....... In case of termination of my sponsoring, | will contact Happy
Home by email or post at least two months in advance.

0 | give a casual donations of .............* KSh,/ €,/ USS / (as to Happy Home Orpha-
nage bank account (please thick below)

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
: (@a] ) = (e A= o [ [ (XSRS UOT R
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

0 ' would like to help in the country office with ..............ccc...... (specify) or organise
a Fund-raising happening...........cec . (SPECHY) IN e (town).

0 I'would like to Volunteer in Happy Home, can help with .......................... and am
available round the following period ..................... {0 T

[}
: The money will integrally be used to provide a safe and comfortable home to total orphans registered
1in the orphanage and to maintain their home. The contact email will only be used to inform me about

| the children and send me financial reports. It will in no case be transferred to anyone.
1
1DONE IN e (] 0 ENR Signature,

Please thick the country office you wish to relate with:

ED Kenya: Happy Home Orphanage 012 464 552 5400, NBK, Awendo Brand (swift:
I NBKEKENXXXX)

'0 Belgium: 979-326 10 73-35 (IBAN: BE57 9793 2610 7335 - BIC: ARSPBEZ22). Please
Imention your contact details (email). Tax certificate from 30-EUR/year.

10 USA: Checks payable to the "Agroforestry Council International” and mark the me-
1mo line as “Happy Home Kenya” . (US income tax deductible)

10 Canada: bank account registration in process, contact Francois Dubé



